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AMERICA’S GREATNESS



We were constantly threatened and 
humiliated because we were different 
ethnicity. Now we live in a country 
where no one has right to humiliate you 
because you have another religion, skin 
color or something else that doesn’t have 
any connection to your human quality. 
All of what we have now is because of 
work that HIAS PA staff do to help us 
and other people like us.



MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR AND PRESIDENT

WHAT A YEAR! Running from October 1, 2016 to September 30, 
2017, HIAS PA’s fiscal year started with the roiling, tumultuous pre-election 
fall and ended facing the lowest refugee ceiling ever and the termination of 
two vital protections for immigrants and refugees: DACA (Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals) and TPS (Temporary Protected Status). 

It was also a time of deep change internally. On November 1, Cathryn 
Miller-Wilson succeeded our beloved Judith Bernstein-Baker, who had led HIAS PA so magnificently 
as executive director for 18 years. We also welcomed Rona Buchalter as our new director of refugee 
resettlement. 

Fiscal 2017 has been, to say the least, a year of change for HIAS PA. But because of your support, 
despite the escalating and on-going challenges on the outside, it has also been a year of opportunity 
and proud resistance. 

TOGETHER we: 
Spoke out more forcefully than ever:
•	 Joining private and nonprofit law firms, the 

city, and the Philadelphia Bar Association to 
create Take Action Philly (TAP), to provide 
public education and volunteer opportunities 
for lawyers to support immigrants and 
refugees. 

•	 Joining the protests at the airport and  
co-counseling the litigation to free those 
detained there and ensure the return of  
those sent away. 

•	 Starting a coalition to bring free legal defense 
to detained immigrants in Pennsylvania 
threatened with deportation. 

•	 Participating in a coalition formed by the 
Scattergood Foundation to distribute a fund 
for immigrant wellness for maximum benefit  
to the immigrant community.

•	 Creating popular booklets of talking points to 
help the public and our clients understand the 
threats and what they could do about them.

•	 Creating an electronic Issues Digest to 
help our mailing list members stay on top 
of the rapidly changing legal landscape for 
immigrants and refugees.

Welcomed and supported those who came 
through our doors: 
•	 Resettling 190 refugees from 14 countries, 

despite every roadblock, with the same 
attention to their individual needs we have 
shown since 1882. 

•	 Increasing Know-Your-Rights presentations to 
meet increased demand.

•	 Training fifty family lawyers to assist immigrant 
parents facing possible detention and 
deportation away from their US-citizen 
children. 

•	 Training two large law firms and one hundred 
private attorneys in citizenship services and 
conducting bi-monthly citizenship clinics. 

Fought for our clients in the courts:
•	 Signing on to three amicus briefs challenging, 

respectively, threats to sanctuary cities, asylum 
seekers and long-term permanent residents. 

•	 Doubling our staff to support immigrant 
survivors of domestic violence to meet 
growing demand from the suburban counties 
as well as Philadelphia.

You—our donors, volunteers, and friends—have 
stood with us. Thank you for helping us continue 
our critical mission to welcome the stranger. 

Cathryn Miller-Wilson, Esq. 
Executive Director		

Ilan Rosenberg, Esq. 
Board President



MAKE YOUR LIFE A BLESSING
Carole Wilder loved her career as an employment 
lawyer. Then she took on an asylum case pro bono for 
HIAS PA – and discovered a whole new love. Her HIAS 
PA experience was so satisfying that she accelerated 
her retirement plans so she could take on more asylum 
cases. “What I have gained from these refugees 
and asylees is far more than anything I could give 
them,” Carole says. “Every time I catch myself taking 
something for granted, I think about what my clients 
have gone through. Their strength and resilience has 
been inspiring” 

Elhadj Diallo who refers to Carole as his “second 
mother,” was among Carole’s earliest HIAS PA clients. 
“We hit it off,” says Carole, as did their families. They 
have shared holidays and other occasions together.
Carole not only continues to represent asylees herself, 
but now does asylum intake for HIAS PA, conducting 
in-person interviews with potential clients. She has also 
recruited other volunteers for HIAS PA. Among them is 
her friend Marty Miller, a retired educator who is now 
a lead teacher in HIAS PA’s after-school program for 
refugee children at Spruance Elementary School. Carole 
also serves on HIAS PA’s Board. 

“Our country was built by immigrants,” Carole 
says, “and we have so much to be grateful for. 
It’s important that we try to give back by helping the 
refugees who come to our shores escaping war, 
poverty, and persecution like so many of our families 
once did.” She recalls the words of Bill Kuhn, Rabbi 
Emeritus of Rodelph Shalom: “Make your life a 
blessing.” Through HIAS PA, Carole continually strives 
to do so.

 

IMMIGRANT AND 
REFUGEE LEGAL 
SERVICES
IN FY 2017, OVER 1600 PEOPLE 
TOOK THE NEXT STEPS TOWARD 
NEW LIVES IN AMERICA AFTER 
LEGAL CONSULTATIONS WITH  
OUR STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS. WE 
OPENED OVER 950 NEW  
CASES INCLUDING: 

Elhadj, his wife Katiatou, and their son with Carole and her husband Rob.

61  asylum applications,  
43 of which were for 
individuals under 21

197 permanent residence 
applications (“green cards”)

203 citizenship applications

75 work authorization applications

39 applications for Special Status 
for abused or neglected youth 
(SIJ)

90 DACA applications

3 Temporary Protected Status 
(TPS) applications

82 visa applications for victims  
of domestic violence and sexual 
assault 

54 visa applications for victims  
of other crimes in the US

4 visa applications for victims  
of trafficking

50 petitions for individuals to 
reunite with hundreds of family 
members

90 other cases, including essentials 
ranging from travel documents 
to getting a copy of a green card



“I CAN NEVER REPAY WHAT HIAS PA DID FOR US.” 
Elhadj has always been involved in his 
community. After graduating from the University 
of Conakry in Guinea, he worked as an 
administrative assistant at the US Embassy. He 
loved his job and the people he worked with, 
spending hours of his own time learning about the 
teachings of Martin Luther King, which he then 
applied to his own troubled community. During 
the first ebola crisis, he organized young people 
to go door to door educating neighbors. When a 
military coup overthrew Guinea’s democratically 
elected government, he led nonviolent protests.

That was too much for Guinea’s military leaders. 
Security forces detained and beat Elhadj until 
his brother paid a guard for his release. When 
he continued to lead peaceful protest marches, 
security forces came to his house, trashed the 
furniture, pushed his wife against the wall, and 
threatened to kill him. “We are no longer safe,” 
Elhadj told his wife, Kadiatou. “We must flee.” 
With aching hearts, they left their infant daughter 
in the care of Kadiatou’s mother until they could 
establish a safe home.

In the U.S., Elhadj and Kadiatou were wholly 
dependent on a cousin who was struggling 
herself. “All that period I was so confused,” Elhadj 
recalls. “Then I met with Prachi, and everything 

changed. Prachi was the first person in the US 
to give us hope.” A legal coordinator at HIAS PA, 
Prachi Potdar connected Elhadj and Kadiatou to 
Carole Wilder, who agreed to take their case pro 
bono and help them apply for asylum. “Carole 
was more than our lawyer, Carole became a 
friend of our family.” 

Elhadj and Katiatou found separation from their 
daughter unbearable but they could not bring 
her here until they obtained asylum. Fortunately, 
Carole was able to convince the U.S. immigration 
service to expedite their case, so Elhadj and 
Kadiatou obtained asylum in two years, far less 
than the usual time, and finally brought their 
daughter here to join them. 

Now Elhadj and Katiatou live in West Philadelphia, 
where they feel part of a community. Elhadj found 
work at Amazon, and Kadiatou at Walmart. Elhadj 
hopes their daughter, who is now 4 and healthy 
and whole, will someday want to become a 
doctor. In 2015, their son was born a US citizen. 

While Elhadj does not need HIAS PA as he once 
did, he is never far away. “I will do anything 
for HIAS PA. Anything,” he says. “I can never 
repay what HIAS PA did for us.” 

Elhadj, his wife Katiatou, and their son with Carole and her husband Rob.



 

DEMOGRAPHICS
OF MORE THAN 2200 NEW REFUGEE 
AND IMMIGRANT CLIENTS WHO 
DIRECTLY BENEFITED FROM OUR HELP:

36% WERE UNDER  
22 YEARS OLD

5% WERE 65 YEARS  
OLD OR OLDER

53% 
WERE FEMALE

47% 
WERE MALE

These figures do not include family members 
who also gained status through our help  
(for example, if a parent naturalizes their 
children under 18 may derive citizenship.)

They came  
from 112  
countries;  
the top five  
countries  
of birth were  
El Salvador, 
Guatemala, 
Honduras,  
Liberia, and  
Mexico.

WELCOMING THE STRANGER
Ezra Fishman’s 
grandfather made it out 
of Europe on the last boat 
from Poland before the 
Nazi invasion in 1939. 
Out of his grandfather’s 
resettlement in America, 
Ezra gained a wonderful 
life with a safe home for 
his wife and two children, 
a PhD from a prestigious 

university, and a great job as a specialist in diabetes 
research. But amid his successes, Ezra has never 
lost his empathy for people forced to begin anew in a 
completely alien land. 

Thus, it was no surprise that Ezra and his wife Nicola 
Brodie sought an organization helping refugees 
when her father, Jonathan, celebrated his birthday 
by donating to charities chosen by his three children 
and their spouses. “HIAS PA was the first place that 
came to mind,” says Ezra. “They are one of the most 
experienced in the business.” 

Ezra was surprised to learn how long it takes to earn 
refugee status – an average of three to five years –and 
about the scope of HIAS PA’s services. “It’s not as if 
you are ready to stand on your own feet on day one,” 
he points out. “The programs that help refugees with 
housing, learning English, and other basic needs are 
really important.” 

Ezra also supports HIAS PA’s advocacy work. “We all 
know about the moral outrage of the US refusing to let 
the St. Louis dock on American shores in 1939,” he 
says, “We ought to be working hard to avoid that 
moral failure again.” 

Inspired by Jonathan Brodie, Ezra and Nicola have 
continued his support of HIAS PA for several years. “The 
imperative to welcome strangers is deeply embedded 
in Jewish texts and concerns, rooted in our own exile in 
Babylon,” says Ezra. “As a Jew, it is very important to 
me to respond to the refugee crisis.”



“I HAVE TO DO SOMETHING 
THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE.”
Rushana wants to be a journalist. This wasn’t always 
the case. When she was younger, all she wanted to 
do was play soccer for Tajikistan’s national team. That 
was before the Tajik police threatened her mother. 
“From then on,” Rushana says, “I knew I had to do 
something that makes a difference in the world.”

Rushana’s mother had written stories that upset the 
Tajik government. Soon, she was receiving death 
threats. Rushana gathered up her most prized 
possessions, her soccer uniform and shoes, and they 
left for Turkey. But Turkey was overwhelmed with 
refugees. Rushana’s mom was not allowed to work 
and there was no high school for Rushana. So they 
were resettled in the U.S.

The first days in Philadelphia were a rush. HIAS PA’s 
staff met Rushana’s family at the airport and took 
them to their new apartment, and that was just the 
beginning. Volunteers and staff helped them get their 
IDs, register for school, and secure everything they 
needed. They helped Rushana and her family learn 
how to use the bus and navigate the city. “All the 
buildings looked alike,” Rushana remembers, “I didn’t 
know which one was the one we lived in.”

School was hard. Although Rushana had learned 
English in Tajikistan and Turkey (and already knew 
Farsi, Russian, Tajik, and Turkish), she felt lost:  
“I knew everything, but I didn’t know how to 
explain it.”

But at HIAS PA’s afterschool program, Education 
Coordinator Valeri Harteg helped Rushana gain the 
tools to communicate. “There are not enough words 
to explain Val,” Rushana recounts. “She always  
finds the way to explain something, no matter 
what it was.” 

By three months, Rushana knew enough English to 
complain about how little English she knew. By six 
months, Rushana felt she could truly express herself.

Now Rushana is going to the Community College of 
Philadelphia, studying to become a journalist. She 
was recently promoted at TJ Maxx, where she works 
to help her family. “That’s what’s great about the 
U.S.,” she says. “In Tajikistan, you get promoted  
if you have the right connections. Here, if you  
work hard, you get promoted and have a chance 
to succeed.” 

 

IMMIGRANT AND 
REFUGEE SOCIAL 
SERVICES
IN FY2017, WE HELPED:

190  refugees with  
resettlement services.

24 vulnerable and medically 
needy refugees and 
asylees with intensive 
case management.

30 refugees and asylees with 
support services  
to get and keep jobs.

159 asylees with case  
management.

104 immigrant victims of crime 
with case management.

56 elementary, middle and 
high school students with 
intensive ESL afterschool.

137 elementary, middle,  
and high school youth 
with intensive ESL 
summer camp. 



DONORS 
We gratefully acknowledge the support of our institutional and government funders and corporate and 
individual contributors whose support makes our life-saving work possible. Every effort is given to share 
an accurate and complete list. Please excuse us if we have made any errors. In the interest of space, we 
have only included donors who gave at the $250 level and above. We are sorry that we cannot include 
the hundreds of donors that gave below that level. 

Please note that the following list only includes donors who donated between October 1, 2016 and 
September 30, 2017. If you donated after that date, your donation will be acknowledged in the next 
Annual Report.

GOVERNMENT AND INSTITUTIONAL FUNDERS
Barra Foundation
City of Philadelphia, Department of Human Services
Claniel Foundation
Congreso de Latinos Unidos 
Drexel University
Emergency Food and Shelter Program
Equal Justice Works  
(Americorps pass-through funding)
Henry and Helen Bienenfeld Foundation
HIAS, Inc. (Department of State Reception and 
Placement Program and the Office of Refugee 
Resettlement pass-through funding)
Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Independence Foundation
Jacob and Malka Goldfarb Foundation
Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia
MAZON Foundation
Mexican Consulate of Philadelphia
Montgomery County Foundation
Nationalities Service Center  
(Office of Refugee Resettlement pass-through funding)
PA is Ready!
Pennsylvania Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Account  
(PA IOLTA)

Pennsylvania Refugee Resettlement Program  
(Office of Refugee Resettlement pass-through funding)
Pennsylvania Department of Education (Office of 
Refugee Resettlement pass-through funding)
Pew Charitable Trusts
Philadelphia Bar Foundation
Philadelphia Foundation
Philadelphia Legal Assistance (US Department of 
Justice, Office of Violence against Women pass-
through funding)
RFS Social Finance Global Whole Being Fund
Samuel S. Fels Fund
School District of Philadelphia
SEAMAAC
United Way of Southern New Jersey and  
Greater Philadelphia
University of Pennsylvania
USCIS Citizenship and Assimilation Grant Program
Valentine Foundation
VERA Institute of Justice  
(Office of Refugee Resettlement pass-through funding)
Women Against Abuse
Women’s Opportunities Resource Center of 
Philadelphia
Women’s Way



CORPORATE AND  
INDIVIDUAL FUNDERS
Champion of Liberty 
($50,000+)
Anonymous (x2)

Golden Door ($10,000+)
Adele and Irwin Lipton
Estate of Bette Lavine Levinson
Fair Prospect Fund
John Templeton Foundation
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
Dveera Segal and Bradley Bridge

Torchbearers ($5,000+)
Ballard Spahr, LLP
Frank Ash
Dechert, LLP
Judith Ginsberg
Muhibbah Dinners
Thomas Roberts, Esq.
Janah Szewczyk

American Dreamers ($2,000+)
AILA Philadelphia
Alexander Family Fund of  
The Jewish Fund For The Future
Ben and Susan Baxt
Evelyn Bishop
Brodie Family Philanthropic Fund
Andrea Commaker
Congregation Beth Israel
Congregation Rodeph Shalom
Conston Foundation
DLA Piper LLP
Duane Morris LLP
Edward and Helen Oppenheimer 
Foundation

Eidelson Family  
Philanthropic Fund
Carol Gantman
Adam and Anna Herzig
Stephen and Linda Harker 
Wendy Castor Hess and  
Steven Hess
Alan Iser and Sharon Liebhaber
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Philadelphia’s Teen Giving Project
Jack M. Barrack Hebrew 
Academy
Edda Katz
Rebecca Katz
George Landau and Elisa Abeloff
Zachary Lesser and Taije 
Silverman
Adina Lieberman
Main Line Reform Temple
Melissa Meyers
Sandy and Clare Mozes
Parkway Corporation
Pepper Hamilton, LLP
Pincus Family Foundation
Reed Smith LLP
Ilan Rosenberg
Schnader, Harrison,  
Segal & Lewis, LLP
Daniel and Sheila Segal
Sharon and Michael Sherman
Marc Singer
The Matthews Stein Family Fund
Michael Slotznick
Sylvia Charp Fund For  
Russian Immigrants
Margret Trotzky and  
Dennis Murphy

Marty Tuzman
Norm and Lita Weinstein
Robert and Karen Weyman
Carole Wilder
William & Adonna S. Kaplan 
Endowment Fund
Roger and Lillan Youman
Lisa Zahren and  
Homer Robinson

Global Citizens ($1,000+)
Juan and Chantal Alvarenga
Carol Baker and Mark Stein
Judge Harold Berger
Ken Klothen and  
Eve Biskind Klothen
Ed and Danielle Brant
Jeannette Flamm Brockman
Susan Burt-Collins
Stuart Davidson and Ann Cohen
Judy Drasin and Bob Washburn
Drexel University College  
of Medicine
Enterprise Holdings
Scott Fast
Barry Fireman
Ezra Fishman and Nicola Brodie
Edward and Jane Foster
Germantown Jewish Centre
Edward and Virginia Gunst 
Foundation
Harris-Shapiro Family 
Philanthropic Fund
Health Partners Plans 
Jenkintown Building Services
Marcia and Ned Kaplin
JT Kendall



Mark and Laurie Kirszner
Landau, Hess, Simon & Choi
Lasko Family Foundation
Emily Squires Levine
Raphael Licht
Raghuram Mallya and  
Smita Sanwardeker
Mario and Sara Rafalin 
Foundation
Michael Philip Carniol Donor 
Advised Fund
Frank and Sandra Norman
Sylvia Pelta
Marsha Perelman
Elizabeth Rappaport Fife and 
Daniel Fife
Ann Ritter and Leo Korein
Sachs Law Group, LLC
Raymond Schinazi
Shusterman Foundation
Cynthia Silber
Slate Hill Menonite Church
Harris Sokoloff
Stanley R. Wolfe Memorial Fund
Jim Steiker and Wendy Epstein
Ione Strauss
Wendy Voet
William Penn Foundation 
Matching Gifts Program
Deborah Willig
ZoLev Fund of the Philadelphia 
Foundation

Passport Sponsors ($500+)
David Apfel
Jack Balaban
Brian Benjet, Kim Emmons-
Benjet, and Hannah Benjet
Berner Klaw & Watson
Judi Bernstein-Baker and  
Karl Baker 
Howard Bilofsky and  
Margaret Shapiro
Gene Bishop and  
Andrew Stone
Blank Rome, LLP
Penni and Mark Blaskey
Nathan Boon and Jennifer Kraft
Patrick Born
Roman and Olga Brant
Robin Buchalter

Kim Chea
Congregation Beth El Ner 
Tamid
Congregation Keneseth Israel
Marsha Coren
Jeanne D’Angelo
Janice Diamond Smith
Michael and Paula Dvorak
Sarah Eidelson and Max Kaplan
Esperanza College of  
Eastern University
Ethan and Sari Fogel
Andrea Fox
Helen Freidus
Galfand Berger, LLP
Michael Genkin
The Green Line Cafe
Green and Spiegel
Adena Herskovitz
Bud Hirsch
Emily Hirshorn
Lisa Hurlbutt and Robin Morris
Warren and Elizabeth Hyams
Robin Ireland
Vivian Isaak
Jet Wine Bar
David Zvi Kalman and  
Yael Kalman
Bob Kaufman and Laurie Krivo
Judy Kiesel
Steve and Mary Laxton
Arielle Levites and Craig Cohen
Lisa Washington Charitable 
Fund
Littler Mendelson, PC
Jack and Blima Ludmir
Nathaniel and Charlene Mayer
Steven Morley
Lauren Ouziel
Maureen Pelta and  
Alan Feldman
Jenny Perkins
Daniel and Felice Perlmutter
Janet Perry and David Richman
Adam Pessin
Irina Pogrebivsky
Ameet and Genie Ravital
Adam Rosenblatt
Seer Interactive

Alex and Stephanie Seldin
Stefanie Seltzer
Ed Sholinsky
Gary Sieling
Richard and Jane Singer
Sisterhood of Main Line Reform
Steve Small and Judy Herman
Ben Stein
Stephen Utkus
Anthony and Elizabeth Vale
Vanguard Matching Gift 
Program
Debra Weissbach
John Whitehead
Jeff Winkler and Michele Reimer
Adam Zeff

Friend ($250+)
Maureen Abrams
Action Reconciliation Service 
For Peace
Lauren Almira
Keiko Aogaichi
Aramark
Shelly Barnathan
Myron and Sheila Bassman
Susan Berman
Laurie Bernstein and  
Bob Weinberg
Shari Bickel and Todd Cutler
Paula Blaha
Peter and Eleanor Bloch
Carole and Edward Boehner
Shannon Bonney
Carolyn Cannuscio and  
Daniel Rader
Andrew Chalfen
Chestertown Havurah
Rhoda Coben
Cathy and David Cohen
Emily Cohen
Molly Collins
Rita Copeland
Nily Dan
Jeanne Devine and  
Kenneth Podell
DNA Connect 
Thorsten Drautzburg
Cassie Ehrenberg



Flaster Greenberg
Ann Freedman
Dayle Friedman
Vera Frumin
Lewis and Susan Gantman
Roberta Ginsburg
Miguel Glatzer
Goldberg Family  
Philanthropic Fund
Nanci Goldman and  
Steve Bergstein
Roy Goldman
Lily Goodspeed
Francie Hansen
Sharon Haynie
Joan Heider
Julia R. Masterman School
Lois Katzen
Caroline Kemmerer
Ihor Khan
Melissa Kim
Amanda King
Susan Klehr
Kline & Specter, P.C.
Robert and Theresa Knee
Alexander and Irina Korol
Seth Kreimer and  
Nancy Fuchs Kreimer
Ferne Kuhn
Howard and Andrea Lander
Law Offices of  
Michael D. Lipuma
Jason Leckerman and  
Jean Sbarge
Barry and Gail Levin
Sally Linnett
Cirel and Howard Magen
Michelle Mancini
Daniel and Susan Mangold
Emily Breslin Markos
Robert Mcintyre
Natalie Melo
Emily Mendel
Charles and Lyndall Miller
Andre and Susa Nahmias
Jamie Nisbet
Diane Nissen and Jerry Gollub
Old York Road Temple-Beth Am
Maria Marcela Pahuamba, 

Abelino Vargas, Anaveli Vargas 
and Dominic Vargas
Daria Panichas
Rakhmiel Peltz
Jeffrey and Meryl Perkins
Philadelphia Corporation  
for Aging
Gregg Pressman
Celia Pretter
Michele Reimer
Temple Sholom in Broomall
Nina Rivera and Peter Hardy
Andy Rogoff
Suzanne Root Attorney At Law
Performing Arts Foundation
Daphne Rowe
Louis and Carolyn Rulli
Mitchell and Amy Russell
Stephanie Rykaczewski
Susan Sandler and  
Howard Eisenberg
Leonard and Alice Sayles
Joseph Schapiro
Daniel Schwarz
William Seltzer
Ben Sheng
Society Hill Synagogue
Michael and Alice Solomon
Peter Spiro
Bonnie Squires
Debbie Stewart
Janet and Seymour Stotland
Teresa Novick and Robert 
Blacksberg Philanthropic Fund
Juliana Tioanda
Joan Toborowsky
Bob and Annie Uris
Ilya and Nataliya Vorobey
Mira Wasserman
Sandra A. Weiss
Merrily Williams
Laval Wilson
Abigail Wolf and Jonathan Weiss
Nancy Youman
Beth Zelasky

EMMA LAZARUS SOCIETY
(The following donors ensure 
that HIAS Pennsylvania will be 
supported now and into the 
future by leaving a Legacy Gift)
Frank Ash
Sharon Ash  
z”l of blessed memory
David Berney
Judith Bernstein-Baker
Penni Blaskey
Samuel Brooks  
z”l of blessed memory
Wendy Castor Hess
Sonia Crane  
z”l of blessed memory
Judith Drasin
Barry Fireman
Carol Gantman
Linda Harker
Rosalie Jacobs
Rebecca Katz
Bette Lavine Levin 
z”l of blessed memory
Michael Lieberman
Adele Lipton
Irwin Lipton
Emily Breslin Markos
Sandy Mozes
Russell Paul
Thomas Roberts
Ilan Rosenberg
Kay Schwartz,  
z”l of blessed memory
Edwin Seave
Marla Soffer
Ethel Verticelli,  
z”l of blessed memory
Norman Weinstein
Henry Yampolsky
Roger Youman



OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Ilan Rosenberg, Esq.  
Gordon Rees, Attorney

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Dveera Segal, Esq. 
Villanova Law School, Professor

VICE PRESIDENTS
Judy Eidelson, Ph.D. 
Independent Clinical Psychologist
Carol Gantman, Ph.D 
Independent Psychologist
Roger Youman  
Retired Editor/Writer
Carole Wilder, Esq. 
Retired Attorney

TREASURER
Bud Hirsch 
U.S. Commercial Realty, Consultant

SECRETARY
Margret Trotzky, MD  
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, 
Pediatrician

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Judge Harold Berger  
Berger & Montague, P.C.,  
Managing Shareholder

Ed Brant, Esq.  
Dow Chemical, Attorney

Emily Cohen, Esq.  
Steel, Doebley, & Glassman P.C.

Judith Drasin, Esq.  
Lipsky and Brandt, Attorney

Debby Freedman, Esq. 
Community Legal Services, Inc., 
Executive Director

Judith Ginsberg 
Retired Executive

Linda Harker  
Retired Social Service Administrator 

Adam Herzig 
Arader, Herzig and Associates

Wendy Castor Hess, Esq.  
Landau, Hess, Simon, & Choi, 
Attorney

Warren P. Hyams  
Hyams Investments, Inc., Investor

Vivian Isaak 
Magnum Group Inc., President

Rabbi Alan Iser  
St. Joseph’s University, Professor

David Kaplan, Esq. 
Law Offices of David Kaplan, 
Attorney

Edda Katz 
Retired

Lois S. Katzen, MSW, LSW  
Retired Social Work Administrator

Adele S. Lipton  
Retired Teacher

Irwin Lipton  
Retired Accountant

Jack Ludmir, MD 
Thomas Jefferson University,  
Senior Vice President

Sanford K. Mozes, Esq.  
Fox Rothschild, LLP, Attorney

Emily Breslin Markos, Esq.  
Weisbrod, Matteis, & Copley

Russell Paul, Esq.  
Berger & Montague, Attorney

Jenny Perkins, Esq.  
Ballard Spahr, Attorney

Ed Sholinsky, Esq.  
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis, 
Attorney

Sara “Susy” Simpser-Rafalin DDS, 
DMD  
University of Pennsylvania, School of 
Dental Medicine, Dentist

Michael Slotznick, Esq.  
Independent Practice Attorney

Felicia Smith 
Templeton Foundation,  
Chief Human Resources Officer

Professor Peter Spiro 
Temple University, Beasley School  
of Law, Professor

Bonnie Squires  
Communications Consultant

Marty Tuzman  
Jenkintown Building Services, CEO

Norman Weinstein, Esq. 
Galfand Berger, Attorney

Robert Weyman, Esq. 
Reed, Smith, Attorney



STAFF LIST
(Please note that this listing is for the fiscal year that ended September 30, 2017. There have been new hires since that date.)

ADMINISTRATION
Cathryn Miller-Wilson, Esq. 
Executive Director 
Daniella Scruggs 
Development Director

Latda “Loy” Omphommasack 
Office Manager 
Veronica Cacho  
Receptionist (until April 2017)
Sarah Hotung  
Receptionist (from April 2017)
Dana Duncombe  
Community Engagement Specialist 
(until September 2017)
Kerry Coughlin  
Community Engagement Specialist 
 (from September 2017)

Rachel Townzen 
Immigrant Victim of Crimes 
Project Administrator

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT
Rona Buchalter, PhD 
Director of Refugee Programs and 
Planning 
Zaid Hatoum, Esq 
Lead Case Manager 
Marina Merlin  
Special Projects Coordinator, 
Accredited Representative
Valeri Harteg 
Education Coordinator
Alhaji Saccoh 
Housing Coordinator
Gin Sum 
Employment Coordinator 
Sarah Kaeppel 
Health Coordinator

Amy Eckendorf 
Case Manager
Go (Christina) Vung 
Refugee AmeriCorps
Charlie Heil 
Education Specialist  
(from July 2017)

IMMIGRATION LEGAL SERVICES
Philippe Weisz, Esq. 
Managing Attorney 
Ayodele Gansallo, Esq. 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Prachi Potdar, Esq. 
Philadelphia Partnership for Resilience 
Legal Coordinator 
Vleidmy Velarde, LLM  
Latino Outreach and Immigration 
Services (LOIS) Coordinator 
Stephanie Costa, Esq. 
Domestic Violence Initiative 
Supervising Attorney 
Rona Gershon, Esq.  
Domestic Violence Initiative and 
Immigrant Youth Advocacy Initiative 
Staff Attorney
Isabel Abreu, Esq. 
Domestic Violence Initiative University 
of Pennsylvania Law School Fellow
Michelle Zarate 
Domestic Violence Initiative 
Accredited Representative
Elizabeth Yaeger, Esq. 
Immigrant Youth Advocacy Initiative  
Supervising Attorney 
Stephanie Lubert, Esq. 
Immigrant Youth Advocacy Initiative  
Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps 
Legal Fellow

Rachel Rutter, Esq. 
Immigrant Youth Advocacy Initiative  
Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps 
Legal Fellow 
Mary McCabe, Esq. 
Immigrant Youth Advocacy Initiative  
Know Your Rights Coordinator
Gerardo Castillo Jamenez 
Immigrant Youth Advocacy Initiative  
Know Your Rights Coordinator
Emma Compton 
Immigrant Victims of Crime Advocate
Jessica Merone, MSW 
Immigrant Victims of Crime Specialist 
Lori Alexander, MSW  
Program Manager Immigration 
Services, Accredited Representative 
Raisa Davidovich  
Citizenship Specialist, Accredited 
Representative 
Shaloo Jose 
P-CAN Project Coordinator  
(until August 2017)  
Asylee Outreach Project Director (from 
August 2017)  
Accredited Representative
Jason Hernandez, Esq. 
Asylee Outreach Project Director (until 
August 2017)
Casey Schu 
Asylee Outreach Project Navigator 
(until September 2017)
James White 
Asylee Outreach Project Navigator  
(from September 2017)



HIAS PENNSYLVANIA FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2015-16
HOW WE RAISED OUR FUNDS

HOW WE SPENT OUR FUNDS

Programs
Legal Services--includes in-kind $2,100,516

PHILS Legal Services $57,475

Resettlement Program--includes in-kind $982,774

Citizenship project $231,280

Asylee Outreach $81,887

TOTAL PROGRAMS: $3,453,932

EXPENSES

56% Government Grants and Contracts
$2,017,615

1% JFGP
$40,000

21% Fundraising/Contributions
$764,914

2% Service Fees
$78,589

16% Grants
$585,631

TOTAL: $3,619,535

42% Legal Services
$1,176,592

8% Citizenship Project
$231,280

3% Asylee Outreach
$81,887

2% PHILS Legal Services
$57,475

10% Management
$291,116

31% Refugee Resettlement
$859,174

3% Fundraising
$94,570

TOTAL: $2,792,094

SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Fundraising and Contributions $764,914

In-kind contributions $1,047,524

Government Support $2,017,615

Foundation Grants $585,631

Jewish Federation $40,000

Service Fees $78,589
Investments/other income $132,786

TOTAL REVENUE AND SUPPORT: $4,667,059
Support Services
General and adminstrative $291,116

Fundraising $94,570

TOTAL SUPPORT SERVICES: $385,686

TOTAL EXPENSES: $3,839,618

4% Investments/Other
$132,786

Change in Net Assets Restricted $162,200

Change in Net Assets Unrestricted $665,241

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $827,447

NOTE: Last year, governmental shifts in policy were projected to have 
a tragic impact on our ability to serve our clients when they needed it 
most. With your support, we not only kept the doors open, but grew. 
With this surplus, we continue to expand our services to meet our 
clients’ increasing needs.

Net Assets, Beginning $2,169,754

Net Assets Ending $2,997,195

Complete fiscal statements for the fiscal year, audited by Snyder, 
Daitz and Co. are on file at HIAS Pennsylvania, 2100 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19103.



HOW YOU CAN HELP
HIAS Pennsylvania has a core mission: based 
on the Jewish value of “welcoming the stranger,” 
HIAS PA provides legal and supportive services 
to immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers from 
all backgrounds to assure their fair treatment and 
full integration into American society. We started 
in 1882 as the Association for Jewish Immigrants, 
to serve the influx of Jewish immigrants fleeing 
the pogroms of Eastern Europe looking for a 
new home here. Now we provide services to all 
vulnerable refugees and immigrants, from arrival 
to citizenship. 

The past year has seen immigrants and refugees 
under fire: DACA and TPS are under threat. The 
refugee ceiling has been slashed from 110,000 
to 45,000. ICE raids have increased. But 
your support ensures that whatever happens, 

immigrants and refugees have somewhere to 
turn. Donate at www.hiaspa.org/donate. Contact 
Daniella Scruggs, our Director of Development, 
at dscruggs@hiaspa.org or (215) 832-0940 to 
learn more about fundraising opportunities such 
as hosting a house party or other fundraising 
event.

You can also donate your time. Volunteers 
expand our capacity to serve our clients, 
Opportunities range from helping families to find 
homes and settle here to teaching English and 
moving them toward citizenship. Please go to 
www.hiaspa.org/volunteer to learn more. Thank 
you for all that you do.
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