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Letter from Linda Harker, President

Dear Friends:

Being President of HIAS Pennsylvania this past year has been one of the most gratifying 
jobs I have ever had. After stepping into Wendy Hess’ shoes I must admit to some 
nervousness. But the Board, staff, and Judi Bernstein-Baker immediately made feel at 
home. Their warmth and competence in their jobs exceeded my expectations. I was literally 
overwhelmed by the work they accomplish in a day.

HIAS Pennsylvania is a growing organization with a bold mission—we assist refugees in dire straits throughout the 
world, by filling basic needs once they arrive, as well as, providing legal aid and advocacy on behalf of refugees and 
immigrants. This year we embarked on a new adventure, creating a new strategic plan, broadening our mission, 
establishing new programs such as legal services for survivors of torture and unaccompanied immigrant youth and 
venturing into new geographic areas of the region, as well as raising public awareness.

Among our many accomplishments:

• In conjunction with the strategic plan we have formed a loosely knit group of advisors who we can go to for 
fundraising advice;

• We had a wonderful First Thanksgiving dinner for recent refugees featuring cultural performances that brought 
staff, volunteers and new Americans together;

• Our active website has given us more exposure;

• We have launched the Young Friends of HIAS Pennsylvania;

• We were selected by the Jewish Federation to participate in building a legacy program, which we named the Emma 
Lazarus Legacy Fund. We currently have 20 individuals who intend to leave a legacy to HIAS Pennsylvania.

This Annual Report will feature our programmatic achievements accomplished by our devoted staff, board and 
volunteers. I look forward to serving another year.

From left to right: Jennifer Rodriguez (Mayor’s Office of Immigration and Multicultural 
Affairs), Judith Bernstein-Baker, Linda Harker, Mayor Michael Nutter and Peter Gonzalez 
(The Welcoming Center for New Americans) pose at the HIAS, Inc. Annual Conference.



Dear Friends:

I can think of no better theme this year than “pursuing justice,” both with respect to our 
individual work with refugees and immigrants and at a time when immigration policy is 
front and center.

We pursued justice when one of our attorneys who works with torture survivors won an 
asylum case of a woman from Sudan who was whipped and burned because she spoke out 

in favor of women’s rights. We pursued justice when we resettled Darfuri, Burmese, ethnic Nepalese from Bhutan, 
Eritreans and religious minorities from the former Soviet Union. We pursued justice when we assisted close to 200 
individuals gain citizenship, including over 50 elderly and disabled applicant.

Some aspects of immigration policy inched towards justice.  In June, 2012, President Obama announced a new 
program for immigrants who arrived before they were 16, lived in the U.S. for five years and attended or graduated 
from high school or a GED program called Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). Known as “Dreamers” 
these youth and young adults could finally come out of the shadows, obtain work authorization and plan for the 
future. We pursued justice when we provided representation to 117 “Dreamers” so they could benefit from DACA. 
You can hear some of their stories at bit.ly/wearedaca.  

We were able to do this and more due to the incredible support of our donors, the competency and compassion of 
our staff, and the tireless commitment of our Board under Linda Harker’s leadership.

As we move forward, we will continue our meaningful work, made stronger through the partnerships  
and collaborations listed in this report.  Join us by visiting our website at www.hiaspa.org.

 

Judith Bernstein-Baker, Esq., MSW, Executive Director

Front cover: Newly arrived refugee children celebrate their first Thanksgiving with HIAS Pennsylvania at Old 
Pine Community Center. Below: Taught by HIAS Pennsylvania staff member Raisa Davidovich, two students at 
the Klein JCC ESL citizenship class learn to write for the first time. Photos courtesy of HIAS Pennsylvania staff.



OUR VALUES
Our values are based on the core Jewish belief 
of “welcoming the stranger” and tzedakah 
(generosity, charity and fairness). HIAS 
Pennsylvania believes in newcomers as an 
asset, not a burden to the community.
We believe in the dignity of the individual. 
We believe in compassion, empathy, 
conscientiousness, tolerance, respect and 
commitment to a multicultural society.

OUR MISSION
HIAS Pennsylvania provides legal and 
supportive services to immigrants, 
refugees and asylum seekers from all 
backgrounds in order to assure their 
fair treatment and full integration into 
American society. 
HIAS Pennsylvania advocates for just 
and inclusive public policies.

The Refugee Resettlement Program provides case management to newly arrived refugees with 
the goal of early integration and self-sufficiency. In the past two years, we have resettled over  
300 individuals from Burma/Myanmar, including ethnic Nepalese; Darfur, Sudan; the former  
Soviet Union; Iraq and Eritrea.
The Asylee Outreach Project assists those granted asylum to obtain self-sufficiency by providing 
immigration legal services and connecting them to social service providers.
The Immigration Legal Services department helps individuals with a broad range of immigration 
matters focusing on vulnerable immigrants, handling complex legal cases in administrative and 
court proceedings and serving those seeking asylum.
Special Initiatives
•	The Immigrant Youth Advocacy Project is the only of its kind in Pennsylvania, providing legal 
advocacy to youth in the US without parents or who have been abused or neglected

•	The Victims of Interpersonal Violence Project helps survivors of domestic violence, sexual 
assault, human trafficking and other violent crimes obtain lawful immigration status in order to 
promote safety, independence and self-reliance.

•	The Philadelphia Partnership for Resilience, with Nationalities Service Center (lead agency) 
and other community partners, provides case management, mental health and legal assistance to 
survivors of torture.

•	Latino Outreach Immigration Services works directly with Latino communities both in 
Philadelphia and Norristown, providing free on-site immigration consultations and immigration 
legal services in partnership with Puentos de Salud and ACLAMO.

Citizenship Assistance provides refugees and immigrants, especially vulnerable adults such as the 
elderly and disabled, seeking to naturalize with courses, seminars and English classes to prepare 
them for the citizenship test.   
We provide Community Education and Advocacy through trainings and education on immigration 
issues to service providers, immigrant community and members of the general public.

Our Programs



161 
refugees resettled

1,468 
cases handled total by the 
Immigration Legal Services 

department, includes: 
583 new cases; 
100 victims of  

interpersonal violence; 
100 youth; 

40 survivors of torture;
Success rate exceeded 90%

563 
Citizenship cases handled, 
includes 270 new cases - 
a 30% increase from 2012

251 
individuals served 
through the Asylee 
Outreach Project

2,443 
 individuals served by 

HIAS Pennsylvania in 2013

Guests put themselves on the map at the 
2013 Annual Golden Door Awards Event. 
Photo courtesy of HIAS Pennsylvania Staff.



Making new friends at the Philadelphia Zoo. 
Photo courtesy of HIAS Pennsylvania Staff.

ILAN ROSENBERG, ESQ. 
First Vice President of HIAS Pennsylvania,  
Attorney in Lozano vs. City of Hazelton
In 2006, Hazelton passed the Illegal Immigration Relief Act Ordinance, 
which made it unlawful to hire anyone or to rent housing to anyone 
who was in the US illegally, and imposed its own stet of penalties for 
any employers, tenants or landlords who violated it. This law would 
likely lead to increased suspicion and heightened discrimination of all 
foreigners, so attorneys from the ACLU of Pennsylvania, led by Witold 
Walczak, Esq., attorneys at the law firm Cozen O’Connor, led by Thomas 
Wilkinson, Esq., the ACLU Immigrants’ Rights Project, the Community 
Justice Project, and Latino Justice PRLDEF decided to take action. I was 
a member of the Cozen team.

In 2007, the District Court ruled that the ordinance violated the 
supremacy clause of the constitution and the due process rights of the 
plaintiffs and struck it down, but the Hazelton attorneys appealed. In 
2008, this decision was appealed to the US Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit, which ruled the ordinances unconstitutional. Once again, 
the city appealed, but in July 2013, the Circuit Court of Appeals, which 
includes Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware, affirmed the District 
Court’s decision and found the ordinance unconstitutional. The case 
was appealed to the Supreme Court, but on March 3, 2014, that court 
refused to hear the case, so the Third Circuit Court’s ruling that the 
ordinance was unconstitutional became law.

This case was especially important to me. As a Mexican immigrant and 
a Jew, I felt compelled to defend the rights of immigrants who were 
being subjected to persecution. I understand the needs of immigrants 
who seek opportunities here that aren’t available at home.  The vast 
majority of immigrants come to the US out of the purest sense of duty 
to themselves and their families. It was important for me to represent 
those who immigrate to the US to become full contributors to society. 

Hopefully this will serve as a trigger for communities to focus on 
benefits of immigration instead of holding undue prejudices against 
new groups that are trying to become part of our society.

   how I   pursue



ERIC FREED, ESQ. 
Global Insurance Dept. Vice Chair, Cozen O'Connor, Pro Bono Asylum Attorney 
In 2011, my colleague Greg Fliszar sent out a request for a firm attorney with trial experience to handle a hearing 
in an immigration case that was being referred by HIAS Pennsylvania. Adama*, a refugee from Mauritania, was 
seeking assistance after his initial asylum application had been denied. Greg had helped file his initial application and 
represented him at the interview, but wanted help with the next phase of Adama’s case.

I knew nothing about immigration law, and even less about Mauritania.  On satellite maps, Mauritania appears to consist 
of nothing but the Sahara desert.  It is bordered by Algeria, Mali, Western Sahara, Senegal, and the Atlantic Ocean. 
Adama is Muslim and spoke no English, I am Jewish, born and raised in the United States, but something about his story, 
and the realization that if I did not volunteer he may be on his own, made me take the case. Asylum seekers are not 
entitled to court appointed counsel and many are left to represent themselves.  Luckily I had the gracious help of HIAS 
Pennsylvania staff to help lead me through the process. 

Adama had lived in the capital of Mauritania and became active in a political party that was seeking the democratization 
and equal rights for black citizens. He was arrested and jailed three times, where he was beaten and left in filthy 
conditions with little to no food and barely room to sit. He fled Mauritania to avoid being arrested a fourth time and was 
certain that if he was sent back, he faced imprisonment, torture, and possibly death.

After months of preparation, the day of Adama’s hearing finally came. After a few desultory cross examination questions, 
the government representative informed the judge that they would no longer oppose the grant of asylum and the judge 
agreed – Adama was able to live in the United States with asylum. As Adama, Greg and I stepped out of the courtroom, 
Adama gave both of us bear hugs with tears in his eyes. I have never had a more satisfying day in court.  

My representation of Adama felt like a way for me, the grandson of immigrants, to give back something in return for all 
the help they had received along the way. I learned so much from him and am honored to call him my friend.

   how I pursue justice *Clients’ names are changed for their protection



KRISTINA KLUGAR, ESQ.  
HIAS Pennsylvania Legal Coordinator, 
The Philadelphia Partnership for Resilience
When I was a child living in Germany, my parents took me to see 
the concentration camp in Dachau. The image of human remains 
in ovens and the knowledge that other humans put them there 
will never leave me. Distant relatives of ours had perished in the 
Holocaust, simply for being Slavs.

It is no surprise that this daughter of a Czechoslovakian political 
asylee now assists survivors of torture through the Philadelphia 
Partnership for Resilience (PPR), funded through a special grant 
from the US Office of Refugee Resettlement. Survivors come 
to our doors from around world where they were mistreated 
by people acting “under the color of law”—police, government 
representatives and others working in official capacities. Many 
were detained and made to suffer unspeakable acts, often because 
they have taken a stand to defend basic human rights. 

PPR completed its first year in the fall of 2013, far exceeding 
its goal of screening 600 individuals and handling 50 cases per 
year. 89 people received case management services and the entire 
project served close to 200 individuals, including dependents.

Our participants often arrive with very little as refugees or asylum 
seekers and needing a range of services including legal, physical 
and mental health. Nationalities Service Center, the project’s lead 
agency, helps them develop a plan to set them on a solid footing.  
HIAS Pennsylvania provides immigration legal services along
with an established network of pro bono attorneys, doctors and 
psychologists who provide legal assistance and expert testimony 
to verify what survivors experienced. Through this partnership 
I am able to help survivors such as Emma*, a woman’s rights 
activist in Sudan opposed to female cutting and the subju- 
gation of women. She was detained, interrogated,  
whipped and burned with an iron. In October 2013,  
Emma finally received the grant of asylum she  
deserved so she could begin a new life in the U.S.

In a world where the face of sufferers may 
change but the reality of their plight does  
not, it is inspiring to be helping these  
men, women and children rebuild  
their lives and find safety and 
comfort in the United States.

how I pursue justice



 

RAISA DAVIDOVICH 
HIAS Pennsylvania Citizenship Specialist  
and Accredited Representative
In May 2007, while living in Moscow, the first of Lada*’s 
comas occurred. The doctors in Russia could not properly 
diagnose her and she fell into two more in the following 
months. During the third coma, her daughter, a United 
States citizen, petitioned for her to come to the US so 
she could be near family members and receive better 
medical care. She arrived in Philadelphia still comatose 
and was sent immediately to Holy Redeemer Hospital 
for care, where she was finally properly diagnosed with 
an autoimmune disease, Hashimoto’s thyroiditis. With 
treatment now available, Lada began her new life in 
the United States, got permanent residency and began 
taking English classes, having never learned the language 
before. When she became eligible for citizenship, she 
was determined to take the test in English, as her way of 
giving thanks to the country that gave her health back. 
She took any classes that were available, including my 
class at the Klein JCC, sought additional literature and 
studied on her own. I helped her apply for citizenship 
and fee waivers.  She was granted a medical waiver, but 
courageously declined using it. With great persistence, 
after three years of studying, she recently took the 
citizenship test in English and passed!

A pick-up soccer game at World Refugee Day 2013,  
hosted by the Gilbert Spruance School in Northeast Philadelphia.  
Photo courtesy of HIAS Pennsylvania Staff.

   how I pursue justice



Staff of HIAS Pennsylvania traveled to Washington, D.C., to rally for 
immigration reform with partners from the Pennsylvania Immigration and 
Citizenship Coalition. Photo courtesy of HIAS Pennsylvania.

CARLA* 
HIAS Pennsylvania Immigrant Youth Advocacy Client
My name is Carla. I am 18 years old, a youth advocate working with different local community 
organizations, was elected president of Philadelphia’s City-Wide Student Government Association, 
this spring I will graduate high school, and start college in the fall. 

My life wouldn’t be what it is today if it weren’t for HIAS Pennsylvania. I was brought to the United 
States at the age of five by relatives who, I later found out, had committed fraud to get me here. 
Throughout my childhood, I had to use a name and birth date that were not my own. My life was 
confusing and uncertain, and I had a constant fear that one day I might be discovered and deported.

I was put in foster care and then connected to HIAS Pennsylvania where my attorney told me 
there was a way for me to get legal status under my true identity. Hearing this was a huge relief. 
We prepared my application and went to an interview with an immigration officer. My case was 
complicated, but thanks to the help of my attorney, my application was approved.

Now that my immigration status is in order, I can pursue my dreams. Having a “green card” means I 
am eligible for scholarships and student loans and work legally. The questions I once had as to who I 
am are answered, and worries of deportation are a thing of the past. I no longer have to walk around 
with a heavy burden on my chest, and can focus on my education. 

Immigrant youth don’t want to hide or get deported, we just want an opportunity to pursue our 
dreams. HIAS Pennsylvania helped me and many others finally do just that.

how I pursue justice

how I pursue justice



ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Judith Bernstein-Baker, Esq., MSW, Executive Director
Marisa Falcon, Development & Communications Coordinator
Latda “Loy” Omphommasack, Office Manager
Doina Naco, Receptionist & Administrative Assistant

LEGAL SERVICES STAFF
Philippe Weisz, Esq., Managing Attorney
Ayodele Gansallo, Esq., Senior Staff Attorney
Lisa Hurlbutt, Esq., Staff Attorney
Maggie Niebler, Esq., Staff Attorney
Elizabeth Yaeger, Esq., Staff Attorney 
Sheena Townsend, Esq., Legal Coordinator,  
  The Partnership for Resilience
Kristina Klugar, Esq., Legal Coordinator,  
  The Partnership for Resilience (as of May, 2013)
Stephanie Costa, Esq., Know Your Rights Coordinator
Lori Alexander, MSW, Program Manager,  
  Immigration Services, Accredited Representative

2012-2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS

President
Linda Harker 

First Vice President
Ilan Rosenberg, Esq. 

Vice Presidents
Judy Eidelson, PhD
Professor Dveera Segal 

Treasurer
Adam Herzig 

Corresponding Secretary
Roger Youman

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Wendy Castor Hess, Esq. 
Benita Fair Langsdorf, Esq. 
Adele S. Lipton 
Irwin Lipton  
Sanford K. Mozes, Esq. 
Norman Weinstein, Esq

MEMBERS
Jacob Aufschauer 
Judge Harold Berger 
David Berney, Esq.
Penni Blaskey, PhD
Jeannette Flamm Brockman 
Professor Susan Brooks 

Emily Cohen, Esq. 
Judith Drasin, Esq. 
Arlene Fickler, Esq.  
Barry Fireman  
Debby Freedman, Esq.
Carol Gantman, PhD
Rose Gold 
Bud Hirsch  
Warren P. Hyams 
Rabbi Alan Iser 
Marcia Kaplin 
Professor Michael B. Katz
Lois S. Katzen, MSW, LSW 
Jason Leckerman, Esq. 

Michael Lieberman, Esq., MSW 
Steven Loux, Esq.
Emily Markos, Esq.
Russell Paul, Esq.
Jenny Perkins, Esq.
Professor Sheri Rosenberg
Sara “Susy” Simpser-Rafalin, DDS, DMD
Ed Sholinsky, Esq. 
Sharon Sherman 
Michael Slotznick, Esq. 
Margret Trotzky, MD
Marty Tuzman 
Ethel Verticelli, z”l in blessed memory
Henry Yampolsky, Esq.

Raisa Davidovich, Citizenship Specialist, Accredited Representative
Adjua McNeil, P-CAN Coordinator
Shaloo Jose, Law Clerk (through January, 2013)
Vleidmy Velarde, LL.M., Law Clerk, Accredited Representative
Jason Hernandez, Esq., Asylee Outreach Project Coordinator

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT STAFF
Sarah Amazeen, LSW, Director of Refugee Programming & Planning
Marina Merlin, Special Projects Coordinator and Accredited Representative
Minu Mathew, MSW, Refugee Team Supervisor
JT Kendall, Case Management Coordinator
Parangkush Subedi, MPH, Refugee Health Coordinator &  
  Resettlement Case Manager (through October, 2012)
Sandra Moise, Refugee Health Coordinator & Resettlement Case Manager
Neeta Patel, Refugee Education Coordinator (through November, 2012)
Arlene Hayles, Refugee Education Coordinator
Gin Mum Sum, Refugee Case Aide
Ashok Rai, Refugee Case Aide

2012-2013 STAFF



REFUGEE FELLOWSHIPS
Paul Stower, German Service Fellow 2012-2013
Chloe Tomlinson, Refugee Food Security & Nutrition Coordinator, Philly Fellow 2012-2013
Annie Reading, Orientation and Resource Coordinator, Philly Fellow 2013-2014
Ben Van Son, Housing Coordinator, Haverford House Fellow 2013-2014

LEGAL FELLOWSHIPS
Cesar Limon, Temple Beasley School of Law Conwell Fellow

LEGAL INTERNS
Maanda Makwarela
Melisa Kaplan
Renu Sagreiya
Benjamin Lombard
Stephen Hildebrand
Sarina Issenberg, MSW Intern
Pratchi Pothar, Esq.

RABBINIC INTERNS
Ruhi Rubenstein

PRO BONO PRACTICE GROUPS
Ballard Spahr Andrews and Ingersoll, LLP - Immigrant Victims of Interpersonal Violence and Asylum 

Mary Gay Scanlon, Esq., Pro Bono Counsel, Jenny Perkins, Esq.* and Jason Leckerman, Esq.*, Practice Group Liaisons
Dechert, LLP - Immigrant Victims of Interpersonal Violence 

Ethan Fogel, Esq., Pro Bono Coordinator, Robert Masterson, Esq. and Jennifer Porter, Esq., Practice Group Liaisons
Duane Morris, LLP - Immigrant Victims of Interpersonal Violence 

Nicole Friante, Esq., Pro Bono Coordinator, Valentine Brown, Esq., Practice Group Liaison
Morgan Lewis & Bockius, LLP - Asylum, KC Roney, Esq., Pro Bono Liaison
Pepper Hamilton, LLP - Refugee Adjustment of Status Clinic, Joe Sullivan, Esq., Pro Bono Counsel
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis, LLP - Immigrant Youth 

Bruce Merenstein, Esq., Pro Bono Counsel, Edward Sholinsky, Esq.*, Practice Group Liaison
* HIAS Pennsylvania Board Members

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT  
VOLUNTEERS
Shoshana Akabas
Gary Brock
Linda Brock
Anneke Kat
Leslie K Kaufman
Helen Kioikus
Theresa Knee
Hannah Lee
Karl Lindemann
Rena Margulis
Ruth Niesen
Avivah Pinski
Dr. Gabriel Pinski
Beverly Prince
Resa Rudney
Shengjie Shi
Miae Shin
Victoria Shuying Liu
Laura Shur
Jill Stein
Gloria Steinberg
Chaoting Wang
Marli Weisman
Segev Yarden

PRO BONO MEDICAL 
ADVISORS
Dr. Judy Eidelson
Dr. Matthew Clark
Dr. F. Phil Robin
Dr. Susanna Francies
Dr. Marie Forgeard
Dr. Suzan Greenberg
Dr. Andrew Stone

PENN PRIMARY CARE 
REFUGEE CLINIC
Dr. Stephen Gluckman
Dr. Joseph Garland
Dr. Matthew Rusk
Dr. Aba Barden-Maja
Dr. Marisa Mizus
Dr. Paul O’Rourke
Dr. Kimberly Carter

CHOP REFUGEE  
CARE PROVIDERS
Dr.  Meera B Siddharth
Dr. Mary B. Fabio
Dr. Kate Yun
Dr. Khoi Dang

REFUGEE EXPERTS
Jesse Sage
John Stauffer
Yohannes Worku
Ester Good

P-CAN VOLUNTEERS
Esther Henshell
Vitoria Pinhas
Molly Costello
Jazmine Stallings
Laura D’Iorio
Adam Mariano
Natalia Martinez
Alex Potter
Karenina Wolff

OTHER VOLUNTEERS
Diane Morgan
Judith Ginsberg
Pam Baranackie

INTERPRETERS
Ahmed Abakar
Fayouz Azer 
Alawa Gali
Ali Taha Alwan
Amal Elabed
Assadick Emo
Chida Kafley
Dilu Kafley
Ermias Zemichael
Freweini Dille
Hawa Salih
Hayder Alisawi
Heba Elabed
Mshari Htheri
Mulu Teklemuz Tekle
Nadir Hamdan
Naw Day
Naw Doh
Niang Tawi Lian
Raymond Mathais
Woldebruk Negussie
Zainab Alsawaf

PENN LAW IMMIGRANT  
RIGHTS PROJECT
Jessica Moscoso
Rachel Kwon
Lauren Connell
Jieun Ana Tak
Noelle Yasso
Tony Keffler

DREXEL UNIVERSITY  
PRO BONO PROJECT 
WITH IMMIGRANT YOUTH
Virginia Gordon
Danielle Hendrickson
Alex Chasan
Walter Quinteros
Joshua Leybin
Samuel Mukibi
Christopher Shelley

SOLO PRO BONO ATTORNEYS
Andrew Kampf, Esq.
Craig Shagin, Esq. 
Wayne Sachs, Esq.
Adam Pessin, Esq.

SOCIAL WORK INTERNS
Patrick Duru
Young-Eun Lee
Morgan Merrell, Fels 

Community Service Volunteer
Junwei Sun
Samantha Tagerman
Elise Taylor
Danfeng Wang

For a complete listing of 
attorneys and legal workers 
participating in pro bono 
practice groups, visit  
hiaspa.org/probono2013.



HIAS Pennsylvania staff, Darfuri 
refugees and community 
members build a community 
garden in Max Myers Park 
in Northeast Philadelphia. 
Volunteers took home plants 
for their own gardens on the 
way home. Photo courtesy of 
HIAS Pennsylvania Staff.



PARTNERS
Coalitions/Collaborative Networks
Coalition for Latin American Migrants and Immigrants
Delivery of Legal Services Committee
Domestic Violence Law Enforcement Committee of Philadelphia
Greater Philadelphia Jewish Coalition on Immigration (Jill Zipin and Philippe Weisz, Co-Chairs)
Healthy Foods Green Spaces
Immigrant Youth Task Force
Immigration IMPACT Project of the Association of Pro Bono Counsel (Ballard Spahr LLP, Blank Rome LLP, Dechert LLP,  

DLA Piper, Duane Morris LLP Philadelphia IMPACT Coordinator, Pepper Hamilton LLP, Reed Smith LLP)
Pennsylvanians United for Immigration Reform
Philadelphia Citizenship Action Network
Philadelphia Deferred Action Network
Philadelphia Refugee Education Project
Philadelphia Refugee Health Collaborative
Philadelphia Refugee Mental Health Collaborative
Philadelphia Refugee Resettlement Providers Collaborative
Pennsylvania Voter ID Coalition

PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS
ACLAMO
ACLU of Pennsylvania
AILA Philadelphia
American Jewish Committee
Anti-Defamation League
Arcadia University
Bhutanese American Organization of Philadelphia
Boat People SOS, Delaware Valley
Bridging the Gaps
Casa de la Cultura
Center for Literacy
CHOP
Community Justice Project
Community Legal Services
Congreso de Latinos Unidos
Department of Human Services
Department of Public Welfare
District 1199C Training and Upgrade Fund
Domestic Violence Center of Chester County
Drexel University Earle Mack School of Law
Esperanza
Germantown Jewish Center
Hadassah of Greater Philadelphia
Haverford House Fellows
Indochinese American Council
J-SPAN
JCC Klein
JEVS
Jewish Community Relations Council
Jewish Family and Children Service
Jewish Family and Children Service of Pittsburgh
Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia
JUNTOS
KidsPeace
Lincoln Intermediate Unit 12
Lutheran Children Family Services
Main Line Reform Temple
Mayor’s Office of Immigrant and Multicultural Affairs
Mexican Consulate of Philadelphia

National Council of Jewish Women
Nationalities Service Center
New Sanctuary Movement
New World Association
Old Pine Community Center
Penn Center for Primary Care
Penn Law Immigrant Rights Project
Penn Law Interdisciplinary Child Advocacy
Penn Law Transnational Clinic
Pennsylvania Office of Refugee Resettlement
Pennsylvania’s Migrant Education Program
Philadelphia Bar Association
Philadelphia FIGHT
Philadelphia Immigration and Citizenship Coalition (PICC)
Philadelphia Legal Assistance
Philadelphia Youth Network
Philly Fellows
Puentes de Salud
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
Rodeph Shalom
School District of Philadelphia
SEAMAAC
Society Hill Synagogue
Support Center for Child Advocates
Temple University Beasley School of Law
Temple University School of Social Work
The American Team for Displaced Eritreans
The Food Trust
The Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians
The Young Center for Immigrant Children’s Rights
Transnational Legal Clinic, University of Pennsylvania Law Center
United Communities
United Healthcare
University of Pennsylvania School of Social Policy and Practice
Vera Institute of Justice
Victim Witness Services of South Philadelphia
Women Against Abuse
Women Organized Against Rape
Women’s Opportunities Resource Center



Financial Report 2012-13
SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Fundraising and Contributions........................... $234,971
Government Grants and Contracts................... $825,650
Foundation/Institutional Grants......................... $395,759
In-kind Contributions..........................................$1,266,100
Grants from the Jewish Federation......................$30,000
Service Fees...................................................................$75,082
Investments/Other Income.....................................$44,211
Net Assets Released from Restriction
Satisfaction of Progam Restrictions

Total Revenue and Support..............................$2,871,773

EXPENSES
Programs
Legal Services (includes in-kind).....................$1,690,574
Resettlement (includes in-kind)......................... $702,306
Naturalization............................................................ $199,266
Asylee Outreach...........................................................$63,098

Total Programs.......................................................$2,655,244

SUPPORT SERVICES
General and Adminstrative.................................. $123,565
Fundraising....................................................................$36,661

Total Support Services............................................ $160,226

Total Expenses........................................................$2,815,470
Total Expenses and Losses.................................$2,815,470
Change in Net Assets.................................................$56,303
Net Assets, Beginning.........................................$1,418,610
Net Assets, Ending................................................$1,474,913

DETAIL OF INCREASE/DECREASE IN NET ASSETS
Change in Net Assets Unrestricted......................$58,571
Temporarily Restricted................................................ $2,268
Change in Net Assets.................................................$56,303

Complete fiscal statements for the fiscal year, audited by Snyder, Daitz and Co.,  
are on file at HIAS Pennsylvania, 2100 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103

Fundraising and Contributions.............................15%
Government Grants and Contracts.....................51%
Foundation/Institutional Grants...........................25%
Grants from the Jewish Federation....................... 2%
Service Fees.................................................................... 4%
Investments/Other Income...................................... 3%

Legal Services...............................................................60%
Resettlement................................................................25%
Naturalization................................................................ 7%
Asylee Outreach............................................................ 2%
General and Administrative..................................... 4%
Fundraising..................................................................... 1%
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“Thank You” in many languages, written by refugee children after 
a visit to the zoo. Photo courtesy of HIAS Pennsylvania Staff.



GOLDEN DOOR ($10,000+)
Frank Ash
Koholet Foundation

TORCHBEARER ($5,000+)
Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP
Hon. Harold Berger
Evelyn Bishop
Boscov’s
Independence Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Lipton
Russell Paul, Esq.
Ethel Verticelli
Lisa Zahren and Homer Robinson

AMERICAN DREAM ($2,000+)
AILA Philadelphia
Cozen O’Connor
Dechert, LLP
Judith Drasin, Esq. and  

Robert Washburn, Esq
Roy and Judy Eidelson
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Harker
Adam Herzig
Steven and Wendy Castor Hess
Ned and Marcia Kaplan
Newman & Co.
Sheri Rosenberg and Gregg Kanter
Resa Rudney
Michael Slotznick and Vivian Wolovitz
Sylvia Charp Fund for Russian Immigrants
Margret Trotzky and Dennis Murphy
Marty Tuzman
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Weinstein
William & Adonna S. Kaplan  

Endowment Fund

GLOBAL CITIZEN ($1,000+)
Mark and Penni Blaskey
Jeannette Flamm Brockman
Varsovia Fernandez
Arlene Fickler, Esq.
Dr. Carol Gantman
Jane and Joe Goldblum
Judith Golden
HealthPartners

Jenkintown Building Services
Ron Klasko, Esq.
Kline & Specter, P.C.
Jason Leckerman, Esq. and Jean Sbarge
Mario and Sara Rafalin Foundation
Mervyn and Ruth Golder Philanthropic Fund
Sandy Mozes and Clare Kahn
Parkway Corporation
Philadelphia Foundation
Thomas Roberts, Esq.
Dveera Segal, Esq.
Seltzer Family Foundation, Inc
Stanley R. Wolfe Memorial Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Youman
Andrew Youman, Esq.

PASSPORT PARTNER ($500+)
ASI Management
Jacob Aufschauer
Judith Bernstein-Baker
BMC Benefit Services
Valentine Brown, Esq
Emily Cohen, Esq.
Janice Diamond Smith Esq.
District 1199C Training and Upgrading Fund
Eidelson Family Philanthropic Fund
Barry Fireman
Mr. and Mrs. Fogel
Galfand Berger, LLP
Judith Ginsberg
Rose Gold
Greater Philadelphia Hispanic  

Chamber of Commerce
Mr. and Mrs. Greenbaum
Hangley Aronchick Segal & Pudlin
Bud Hirsch
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Hyams
Rabbi Alan Iser and Ms. Sharon Liebhaber
Michael and Edna Katz
Lois Katzen
Kathy Katz-Hall
Seth Kreimer
Main Line Reform Temple
Newmark Knight Frank Smith Mack
Jenny Perkins, Esq.
David Pollack

Michael and Enid Rudney
Schnader, Harrison, Segal & Lewis, LLP
Sharon and Michael Sherman
Sidney J. Stein Foundation
Michael B. and Alice R. Solomon
TE Connectivity Matching Gift Program
Henry Yampolsky, Esq.

FRIEND ($250+)
Mrs. and Mr. Michael Aichenbaum
Herb Altman
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Axelrod
Badey, Sloan and DiGenova
Mr. and Mrs. Art Baldadian
David Berney, Esq.
Drs. Barbara Bix and Donald Liss
Sally Cooper Bleznak
Sylvia Blume
Beth Brody
Susan Brooks
Lee Casper
Jane and Ted Century
Rhoda Coben
Ann Cohen
Christine Darr
Eugene Desyatnik
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Dishler
Dr. Jack Drescher
EBay Matching Gifts Program
Cheryl Feldman
Florence Feldman
Finkelstein Family Foundation Trust
Flaster Greenberg
Marc and Erika Aaron Fliegelman
Sandi Foxx Jones
Debby Freedman, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Gabel
Dr. Joseph Garland
Dr. and Mrs. Albert Greenbaum
Michael and Kathy Jacoby
Scott M. Jenkins
Jewish Family and Children’s Service
Meg Koppel
Benita Fair Langsdorf, Esq
Michael Lieberman, Esq.
Line Systems, Inc. 

donors



Mantissa Corporation
Emily Markos, Esq.
Steven and Elizabeth Abrams Morley
Jonathan Novak, Esq.
Philadelphia Corporation for Aging
Cantor Marshall Portnoy
Eliseo Ramos
Sean Rhoads
Ilan Rosenberg, Esq.
Dr. and Mrs. Ben Schuster
Mr. William Seltzer
Edward Sholinsky, Esq.
Harris Sokoloff
Bonnie Squires
Ten Thousand Villages
United Communities
Valley Green Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Wachs
Kathleen Wilkinson
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wolfson
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Zimmerman

CONTRIBUTOR ($100+)
Maureen Abrams
ACLU of Pennsylvania
All Medical Services Inc
American Executive Centers, Inc
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Axelrod
Aya’s Cafe
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Bacine
Mrs. Bernice S. Beck
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Berman
Cindy Bienenfeld
Dr. Gene Bishop
Kurt and Margaret Jaskulek Boehner
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Brock
Joshua Brockman
Linda Buccheit
Maddy Cantor
Valentin Castro
Oksana Chubok
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Citrin
Cathleen Cohen
Stephen and Helene Cohen
Norman Cohn
Congreso de Latinos Unidos

Consignment Marketplace
Clyde Cutler
Marjorie Curtis-Cohen
D’Angelo Plumbing and Heating
Michael  Dvorak
Ellen Eidelson
Mayer and Tobi Emanuel
Esperanza, Inc.
Joseph Evancich
Ellen Farber
Jonathan Feinberg, Esq.
Fenner & Boles
Samuel Flamholz
Joseph and Deborah Foster
Maxine and Jerome Garfinkle
Carlos Giralt-Cabrales
Marjorie Goodman
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Grahame
Jeff Griffin
Rachel Gross
Anuj Gupta, Esq.
Mrs. Barry Halpern
Steven Handleman
Francie Hansen
Margaret Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Haskell
Nadia Hewka, Esq.
Matthew Hirsch, Esq.
Mr. and Ms. Neil Kauffman
Ilya Khinskiy and Irina Moyseyenko
Wan Khong
Melissa Kim
Jeff Klamut
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Korman
Beth and Freddie Kotek
Mr. and Mrs. Isador Kranzel
Rue Landau
Law Offices of Michael D. Lipuma
Hannah Lee
Barry and Gail Levin
Dr. Julie Levitt
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Lincow
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Link
Javier Lopez
Steven Loux, Esq.
Dr. Jerome Marcus
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Margulies

Rachel Mauceri
Melvin & Eunice A Miller Foundation
Mrs. Albert Miller
Sondra Miller-Wein, Esq.
Tammy Mitgang
Diane Morgan
Lottie Morley
Morton B and Blache S Prince 

Philanthropic Fund
Ruth Niesen
Notre Dame Club of Philadelphia
Sarah Paoletti, Esq.
Marcia and David Perman
Lili Perski
Lorna and Dale Peterson
Thuy Pham
Philadelphia FIGHT
Avivah Pinski, Esq.
Ken Racowski, Esq.
Meredith Rapkin, Esq.
Michele Reimer
Thomas Resch
Rabbi Mark Robbins
Albert Rodstein
Phyllis Rudolph
Dr. Matthew Rusk
Robin Schatz
Mr. and Mrs. Kerry Schuman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schwartz
Gladys Shubin
Bernie Shuman
Laura Shur
Miriam Sigler
Constance Smukler
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Solomon
Scott Solomon
St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Gloria Steinberg
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Stern
Elsie Stern
Mr. and Mrs. Seymour Stotland
Gloria Tenemasa
John and Terri Trudeau
Aleksandr Tsybin
Cherie Unterberger
Philip Wachs and Juliet Spitzer
Katherine Yun

We gratefully acknowledge the support of our institution and government funders and 
individuals contributors whose support makes our life-saving work possible. Every effort  
is given to share an accurate and complete list. Please excuse us if we have made any errors.



Refugee youth visit the Philadelphia Zoo.  
Photo courtesy of HIAS Pennsylvania Staff.

GOVERNMENT AND INSTITUTIONAL FUNDERS
City of Philadelphia
Claneil Foundation
Douty Foundation
Samuel S. Fels Fund
HIAS, Inc (Department of State Reception and Placement Program 

and the Office of Refugee Resettlement pass-through funding)
Independence Foundation
Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia
Lutheran Children and Family Services (pass-through funding)
MAZON Foundation
Nationalities Service Center (pass-through funding)
Pennsylvania Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Account (PA IOLTA)

Pennsylvania Refugee Resettlement Program  
(Office of Refugee Resettlement pass-through funding)

Pew Charitable Trusts
Philadelphia Bar Foundation
Philadelphia Foundation
The Social Justice Program of the  

Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
United Way of Southern New Jersey and Greater Philadelphia
US Department of Justice, Office of Violence Against Women
Vera Institute of Justice  

(Office of Refugee Resettlement pass-through funding)
Women’s Way
Henrietta Tower Wurts Memorial Fund

Thank you!



Volunteer
Be an American Friend for a refugee family.

Provide translation.
Provide citizenship screenings.

hiaspa.org/volunteer

2100 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103
215.832.0900  •  hiaspa.org

HIAS Pennsylvania is the fictitious name of HIAS and Council Migration Services of Philadelphia. HIAS and Council is a  
501(c) 3 organization as determined by the Internal Revenue Service. Gifts are tax-deductible to the fullest extent permitted  

by law. A copy of the official registration and financial information of HIAS and Council may be obtained from the 
Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, 1.800.732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

hiaspahiaspennsylvania

Donate
Help newly-arrived refugees with few possessions build a home in 
Philadelphia by donating furniture, clothing and household goods. 

Contact Marina Merlin, 215.832.0903, for more information.
Support our services with a monetary gift. Every dollar donated helps ensure  

the continued success of our programming and opens doors for new Americans.

hiaspa.org/donate


